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ABSTRACT
Fracture tests were conducted on middle crack tension (M(T)) and compact
tension (C(T)) specimens of 7.6mm-thick 2324-T39 aluminum in the L-T
orientation.  The configurations tested included 102mm-wide M(T), 305mm-wide
M(T), 152mm-wide compact tension C(T), and 102mm-wide C(T) specimens.
The measured critical crack-tip opening angle (CTOA) for the 102mm-wide M(T)
tests, 305mm-wide M(T) tests, and 152mm-wide C(T) tests, after a small amount
of crack extension, were 4.4°, 4.9°, and 5.1° respectively.  The scatter involved








COD total crack opening displacement
PD total pin displacement
INTRODUCTION
The critical crack-tip opening angle (CTOA) concept has been used successfully
to predict the fracture behavior of thin-sheet aluminum alloys [1-6].  These
studies have shown that for the thin-sheet aluminum alloy: the critical CTOA is
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constant after an initial transient period [2], significant crack tunneling is present
during the transient period [2], compact tension (C(T)) and middle crack tension
(M(T)) fracture tests have the same critical CTOA [3], differences in the critical
CTOA and fracture behavior were observed in different crack orientations (L-T
and T-L) [4], the critical CTOA fracture criterion (obtained from small specimens)
was able to predict the fracture behavior of larger specimens with and without
multiple site damage (MSD) [5], and the critical CTOA during fracture is not
constant through-the-thickness during the initial transient period, CTOA reaches
a constant value [6].
An experimental fracture study was conducted on 7.6mm-thick, 2324-T39
aluminum alloy to access the applicability of the CTOA criterion to thicker
specimens.  The configurations tested included C(T) and M(T) specimens.
Measurements of load, crack extension, crack opening displacement and critical
CTOA were made during the tests.
EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE
Fracture tests were conducted on M(T) and C(T) specimens of 7.6mm-thick
2324-T39 aluminum in the L-T orientation (i.e., the load was applied in the
longitudinal or rolling direction and the crack was in the transverse direction or
perpendicular to the longitudinal direction).  The configurations tested included
102mm-wide M(T), 305mm-wide M(T), 152mm-wide compact tension C(T), and
102mm-wide C(T) specimens.  Some of the 102mm-wide M(T) specimens had a
9.5mm-diameter hole in the center of the crack and the 102mm-wide C(T)
specimens had a 10% side groove on each side.  All specimens were fatigue
precracked at loads that resulted in a final stress-intensity factor of about 8
MPa m.  The tests were conducted under displacement control and
measurements of load, crack extension, and crack opening displacement were
made as the crack grew.  For the M(T) specimens, the center-line crack opening
displacement was measured 10mm above and below the crack.  For the C(T)
specimens, the crack opening displacement was measured at the edge of the
specimen, 10mm above and below the crack.  The CTOA measurements were
made using the optical microscopy (OM) technique [2].
Crack tunneling behavior was investigated with the 102mm-wide, side grooved
C(T) specimens.  The specimens were fatigue precracked, then loaded under
displacement control until the crack began to stably tear.  The loading was
stopped and the specimen was fatigue cycled, until failure, at a stress ratio of
R=0.8 and a maximum load that was 80% of the maximum load during the stable
tearing portion of the test.  The macroscopic and microscopic appearance of the
stable tearing region was different than both the fatigue precracking and high-R
fatigue regions.  The interface between the regions denotes the crack front profile
at the end of the fatigue precracking and the end of stable tearing.
EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS
A summary of the M(T) and C(T) fracture tests is given in Tables 1-4 and a
tabular listing of all of the experimental measurements is given in Appendix A.
Fracture Results
The 102mm-wide M(T) fracture tests are summarized in Table 1.  Two of the
102mm-wide M(T) specimens were  supplied with a 9.5mm diameter center hole
and a 8mm-long saw cut was made on both sides of the hole.  Fatigue
precracking was used to develop a sharp crack tip.  Two additional M(T)
specimens were machined from the fractured halves of the 305mm-wide M(T)
specimens (these specimens did not have the center holes).  The crack
extension (measured on one side of the specimen) during fracture is plotted as a
function of applied stress in Figure 1.  Crack opening displacement
measurements were made for tests MT4-03 and MT4-04, and plotted as a
function of stress in Figure 2.  The displacement measurements were made, on
both sides, along the center line of the specimen and 10 mm above and below
the crack plane.  The values shown in Figure 2 are the average of the front and
back displacement measurements.
The 305mm-wide M(T) fracture tests are summarized in Table 2.  The crack
extension (measured on one side of the specimen) during fracture is plotted as a
function of applied stress in Figure 3.  Crack opening displacement
measurements were made and plotted as a function of stress in Figure 4.  The
displacement measurements were made, on both sides, along the center line of
the specimen and 10 mm above and below the crack plane.  The values shown
in Figure 4 are the average of the front and back displacement measurements.
The crack opening displacement measurements were used to obtain crack length
through the unloading compliance technique [7].  The compliance crack length
measurements are shown along with the optical surface crack measurements in
Figure 3.  The compliance indicated crack extensions were greater than visual
apparently because of crack tunneling.
The 152mm-wide C(T) fracture tests are summarized in Table 3.  The crack
extension (measured on one side of the specimen) during fracture is plotted as a
function of applied load in Figure 5.  The crack grew straight in only one test
(CT6-02), in the other two tests the crack immediately turned and grew at an
angle of about 45° to the plane of the fatigue precrack.  Crack opening
displacement measurements were made and plotted as a function of load in
Figure 6.  The displacement measurements were made on the edge of the
specimen, 10 mm above and below the crack plane.  Pin displacement (PD) were
made and plotted as a function of load in Figure 7.
The 102mm-wide C(T) fractures tests are summarized in Table 4.  These
specimens had a 10% side groove, running along the crack plane, on both sides
of the specimen.  One specimen was loaded until failure and the other five were
used to characterize crack tunneling.  Crack opening displacement
measurements were made and plotted as a function of load in Figure 8.  The
displacement measurements were made on the edge of the specimen, 10 mm
above and below the crack plane.  Pin displacement (or stroke) were made and
are also plotted as a function of load in Figure 8.
CTOA Results
Critical crack tip opening angle (CTOA) measurements were made for the
102mm-wide M(T), 305mm-wide M(T), and 152mm-wide C(T) fracture tests.  The
CTOA measurements are reported in Tables 5-7 and plotted as a function of
surface crack extension in Figure 9.  The average CTOA values (after 2mm of
surface crack extension) were 4.4°, 4.9°, and 5.1° for the 102mm-wide M(T),
305mm-wide M(T), and 152mm-wide C(T), respectively.  The 102mm-wide M(T)
fracture tests had a very small amount of stable tearing prior to specimen failure.
This resulted in only a few CTOA measurements per test and making
measurements difficult.  The 305mm-wide M(T) and 152mm-wide C(T) had
significantly more crack extension, thus more CTOA measurements.
SUMMARY
Fracture tests were conducted on M(T) and C(T) specimens of 7.6mm-thick
2324-T39 aluminum in the L-T orientation.  The configurations tested included
102mm-wide M(T), 305mm-wide M(T), 152mm-wide compact tension C(T), and
102mm-wide C(T) specimens.  Some of the 102mm-wide M(T) specimens had a
9.5mm-diameter hole in the center of the crack.  The 102mm-wide C(T)
specimens had a 10% side groove.  The measured CTOA for the 305mm-wide
M(T) tests and 152mm-wide C(T) tests were 4.9° and 5.1°, respectively.  The
scatter involved with these measurements was about ±1°.  The measured CTOA
for the 102mm-wide M(T) tests was 4.4°, however, very little stable crack growth
occurred before the specimen failed, making CTOA measurements difficult.
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Table 1











MT4-03 29.7 264.9 9.5mm center hole
MT4-04 30.2 256.8 9.5mm center hole
MT4-05 33.0 273.2 Cut from MT12-01, crack tunneling test
MT4-06 33.0 277.5 Cut from MT12-02
Table 2

























CT6-01 64.6 32.2 Crack turned and grew at 45°
CT6-02 62.0 29.8 Crack grew straight
CT6-03 64.9 34.2 Crack turned and grew at 45°
Table 4











CT4-01 40.6 15.6 only compliance crack length measurements
CT4-02 41.9 12.0 crack tunneling test (limited stable tearing)
CT4-03 41.5 15.6 crack tunneling test (limited stable tearing)
CT4-04 41.7 14.4 crack tunneling test (limited stable tearing)
CT4-05 41.8 14.0 crack tunneling test (limited stable tearing)
CT4-06 40.8 14.7 crack tunneling test (limited stable tearing)
Table 5
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Figure 8 Crack opening and pin displacement measurements for the












Figure 9 Critical crack tip opening angle (CTOA) measurements for the














































































































































































































































































































































































































































Crack Opening Displacement Data for Test CT4-01
COD
(mm)
PD
(mm)
Load,
P
(KN)
0.000 0.000 0.0
0.160 0.167 2.2
0.327 0.348 4.6
0.479 0.508 6.7
0.643 0.676 8.9
0.814 0.851 11.1
1.011 1.041 13.4
1.173 1.181 14.5
1.448 1.404 15.6
1.650 1.547 15.5
1.755 1.573 13.0
1.881 1.646 12.0
2.133 1.810 11.1
2.287 1.865 8.1
2.671 2.099 5.5
3.024 2.333 3.9
3.512 2.672 2.5
